
Do the same exercise, allowing your small group to see how you spend. Review the spending of
others and together have a honest discussion regarding what our spending reveals. This is not to
make us guilty and afraid, but to be more aware of what our choices reveal.

Matthew 6:19-21; Matthew 6:24-25
SCRIPTURES OF THE DAYUSING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:

PERSONAL EXPENSES
Monday, October 4, 2021

As we dig deeper into our study of Financial Wellness, let's get personal. It has been said that by just looking at
someone's checkbook or this day and age their digital wallet, you can gain a pretty good assessment of their
spending habits and subsequently what truly matters to them. This is an excellent exercise and can reveal to us
what we really think about and how we prioritize our personal spending.

A common thought and perspective is that since I “worked for it, I can do with it what I want." While this may
seem reasonable, lets look at our spending from a Biblical perspective. 
Our scriptural lessons, especially if looked at from TLB or the Message translation, reveal a different light. Here
Jesus challenges us as to what we ‘treasure.’

As you look at your spending over the past few months, do you see a pattern…a glimpse into what we ‘treasure
or value?’ We should not feel guilty about personal expenses. The caution of Jesus is that if we are not careful,
we will get caught up in the world’s culture of keeping up with the Jonses. Our spending will reflect a need to be
like others or have them think well of us based on what we buy and possess. 

As God’s trusted stewards, we do have freedom as we spend, but must guard against trying to impress others.
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Take time for a personal "heart assessment" by reviewing your spending ledger(s) for the last six months and be
honest with yourself about your spending habits. Do you see a pattern that defines where your heart is, what's
important to you? Would your spending accurately represent who you say you are in Christ Jesus? Let's get
personal and if we fall short, ask the Holy Spirit to help us re-prioritize our spending lifestyle.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-21&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A24-25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-25&version=TLB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-25&version=MSG


This can be a fun but insightful exercise. Let’s face it, some are better, wiser, more disciplined
spenders than others. Share in your group and identify practices that you all can benefit from.
Commit to improving your skills and practices and enjoy the rewards.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Tuesday, October 5, 2021

As we continue with our personal assessment of our spending, let's cast a wider net over the way we use money
or perhaps the way money may use us. When we think of expenses we are talking about those things that we
recognize as life essentials, a roof over our heads, food on the table, and utilities for comfortable living. No matter
what, we all need these things for a manageable lifestyle.

In our scriptural reflections Jesus uses the phrase…..take no thought, what we shall eat or drink, or what we shall
wear. He is not saying that we should not be responsible and conscientious about spending our resources for
these things. He is saying that we must not let them become a source of troubled concern and anxiety.
We are reminded that we can let these things become items of idolatry. We must not drift into the world’s
practice of ‘serving things.’ We must be witnesses of a life-style where ‘things serve us!’
 
We must embrace the fact that we must learn and practice wisdom and discipline as we spend and budget for
the necessities of life. We should even be aware of the need of others, especially family members who may need
help and support from time to time. Here, our teaching and practice of how we give is critical. As we have
already learned, as we worship God in our giving, we will have what we need and enough to share with
others in a conscientious way. 
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As we reflect on our spending and acquiring the things that we need to live, we should do it with an awareness
of financial discipline and wisdom. Do we shop for value? Do we think and plan before we spend? 
We can be assured that the Lord will reward us as we commit to such practices.
Do an inventory of your spending practices and rate where you stand.

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:
PERSONAL EXPENSES II Matthew 6:19-21; Matthew 6:24-25;  1 Timothy 5:8

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-21&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A24-25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim+5%3A8&version=KJV


You know the drill. Share with others in your small group the above lists and exercises. 
Compare notes and learn from one another.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Wednesday, October 6, 2021

Read and study these passages in one of the paraphrased versions of the Bible such as TLB or the TEV. The
language used give us insights in the practical but vital issues of life and money and spending practices.
CAN YOU DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN A WANT AND A NEED?!!

One of our greatest personal financial challenges often hinge on our ability to correctly discern the difference
between wants and needs, then governing our spending behaviors accordingly. This is an exercise that requires
discipline and self-control. It may also require us to step away from what the culture teaches us, sometimes
subconsciously.

Do you realize that often, heavy consumerism floods and dominates our social media feeds. We are bombarded
with concepts and images that demand that to be meaningful, we must have certain things and usually a lot of very
expensive things. We must deliberately reject and replace what the ‘world’ projects to us. What we are
talking about is engaging in Financial guidance that will drive wise spending decisions, when it comes to making
purchases or planning purchases or planning your budget. One of the key questions you really have to ask yourself
is, do I need this? You have to really first identify and be real with your needs and wants. It really comes down to
having a decision framework that directs your spending.

The further you can remove yourself from a purchase, usually the better outcome you're going to have because you
can plan and assess what is the outcome or the consequences. Knowing the difference between a want and a need
will really help to propel your financial future in the right direction.
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Make a list of the top ten things you think you want and then make a second list of the top ten things you really
need. Do you see a pattern and can you rightly weigh the value of an urgent buy and a wait and I will get it later after
saving for its purchase?

Proverbs 21:17; Proverbs 30:8; Matthew 6:25
USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:
WANTS AND NEEDS

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Pro+21%3A17&version=TLB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Pro+30%3A8&version=TLB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A25&version=TLB


As you share in your group setting, own up to where you are individually and collectively. Be assured, there is
a way out. Seek the Lord together and don’t be ashamed to use the resources we have such as the
ministry of Kingdom Stewardship to get delivered from this curse.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Thursday, October 7, 2021

It is clear from scripture that we are called to be God’s witnesses in the earth. This ‘witness’ certainly includes how we
possess, utilize, and manage money. One of the ways the enemy hopes to ensure that we don’t fulfill the call of God to
be His witnesses, is that he hopes to load us down with DEBT!

As we practice Biblical financial stewardship, the Lord assures us that we will prosper. But many times we have
extended ourselves beyond our income and this is where we may fall into the proverbial rabbit hole of debt. The culture
of this world has made credit as easy as possible, and in so doing lures too many of us become chronically enslaved to
debt.

We've all hear the saying: "robbing Peter to pay Paul?" This is what many refer to us as the strangulation of debt,
making us servants to the lender and in financial bondage. The bible admonishes us to "owe no man nothing but to love
him", (Romans 13:8) but when we live beyond our means we are sacrificing our peace of mind and our futures, often
negatively affecting generations. 

The Word of God is clear. The borrower is the servant or ‘slave,’ to the lender.In Deuteronomy the Lord reminds us that
He chose us to be His people in the earth. As we commit to His principles He guarantees prosperity in every area of
living.
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The present American culture is one of rampant ‘false prosperity.’ Much of our economy is falsely propped up by our
government owing and simply printing more money. For too many Christians we have personally followed this pattern
and become so encumbered and enslaved to unnecessary debt. Evaluate how you have utilized what the Lord has
given you access to. Do you avoid certain phone calls, or encounters with those you are in debt to? Who do you owe?
What is your ability to pay it? How has owing lessened your Christian witness?

Deuteronomy 28:12; Proverbs 22:7;
Romans 13:8

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:
THE CURSE OF DEBT

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut+28%3A12&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Pro+22%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+13%3A8&version=KJV


Discuss and dream together. 
What if God could trust us with unlimited resources, to such an extent that we become Christian
Philanthropists!!! DARE TO DREAM!

I’ve probably gone too far…but I’m glad. Seek the Lord to enable you to reach the highest level of spending and
deepest level of giving, that He has purposed you to walk in. Others are doing it. Why not the people of God? What a
powerful impact this would have as unbelievers saw God using Christians in such a way!?

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Friday, October 8, 2021 

I trust that you have been walking on this journey to Financial Health Wellness and Wholeness with us over these past
several weeks. If you have, I feel comfortable to challenge you to a level of Financial Health that is a result of obeying
from the heart the prior teachings. Take the spiritual dare and plunge into the realm of spiritual financial dynamics that
will result in unbelievable joy to you and others, and touch deeply the heart of God.

We must have the faith and courage to become hilarious, generous givers. We must eagerly look forward to giving
abundantly to the Household of Faith to ensure that the Church, the Kingdom of God will have no lack in fulfilling its
call.As we do this as a community, I believe we will begin to see a level of prosperity as we become philanthropic,
benevolent stewards.

Examine our devotional scriptures. Embedded in each one is a seed of what we can be as trusted stewards. God
wants our faith to explode. His heart is that we flow so freely in the Spirit of Giving that our giving and ability to give
becomes legendary, almost unlimited …..
2 Cor 9:8 And God is able to give you more than you need, so that you will always have all you need for
yourselves and more than enough for every good cause. (TEV)

Could it be that some of us are destined to become involved in philanthropy? Can we so use our God-given ability to
gain wealth that we can, motivated by the Holy Spirit endow missions, hospitals, institutions of learning that will for
generations benefit those in need, and do it in the Name of the Lord Jesus?

STUDY &
REFLECTION

ACTION
ITEMS

INVOLVING
OTHERS

Deuteronomy 15:1; Proverbs 19:17; Ecclesiastes 3:13; 2
Corinthians 9:8; Hebrews 13:16

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:
BECOMING PHILANTHROPISTS

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut+15%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Pro+19%3A17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eccl+3%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+13%3A16&version=KJV


Saturday, October 9, 2021 

Review the scripture and lessons of the week.  

Seek the Lord for you to reach the height and depth of where He wants
you to be in regards to Financial Health Wellness and Wholeness. 

Move forward In Faith, and manifest all He has for you in this regard.

SHALOM!!

STUDY &
REFLECTION

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD:
PERSONAL EXPENSES


