
Let us touch and agree in our groups to create an atmosphere of Obedience and Unity
where the Holy Spirit can have free course among us.

As we deepen our study and discovery of the Person, Power and Ministry of the Holy
Spirit, let us not miss a critical dynamic that underlies and completely saturates this
powerful subject. It is a dynamic that must become familiar to every child of God. It is a
corporate dynamic that ensures our triumph and victory in our walk with Christ. It is a
critical dynamic that Satan hopes we will never focus on and never embrace. It is the
embracing of Unity and Obedience by the children of God.

The Lord Jesus after His resurrection, appeared according to Luke’s record in Acts to
many of the disciples and taught and instructed them. His last commandment was for
them to go to Jerusalem and tarry or wait for the Promise to be fulfilled. Verses 12-15 are
specific, and clearly paint for us a picture that we should emulate. From the instructions
of Jesus, they all came to Jerusalem, “with great joy.” They found a meeting place, and all
of them were gathered together, in the same place, at the same time, and with the same
mind (one accord). Luke tells us that there were in total about 120 of them so gathered.

Chapter 2 describes this congregation as being in one place and on one accord. The
next thing that takes place, happens SUDDENLY!

The promised Spirit erupted in the midst of an obedient and unified people. As we trace
the early beginnings of the church, this same dynamic recurs over and over again.
God always rewards and blesses a people committed to Unity and Obedience. 

As we seek God’s Face and Presence in these teachings, prayer is that we all will
embrace together and strive to connect to God and one another is Unity and
Obedience.

STUDY &
REFLECTION
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I am confident that the Lord wants to do something extraordinary and dynamic in our
congregation. The enemy is aware of this and will do all he can to prevent it.
I ask each of you to defeat the enemy by submitting yourself to these principles and
creating a spiritual atmosphere where the Holy Spirit will be richly manifested.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY
Monday, December 6, 2021

Acts 1:1-5; Acts 1:12-15; Acts 2:1
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Share your thoughts with others. We do not often think of the Holy Spirit in this
manner.As we proceed in this study, I pray that we will allow Him to play this greater,
much needed role in our lives.

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter….

In our previous devotional, from this same scripture, I asked the question: “What could be
greater than a day to day, physical relationship with Jesus?” 
From this teaching we learned that the relationship would change from Jesus being
WITH them to Jesus being ‘IN them!”

Our emphasis today however, is not the greater intimacy and closeness of the
relationship, but to more clearly and specifically define WHAT was the character and
responsibility of this new relationship.

Jesus describes Him as COMFORTER
The Greek word here is Parakletos

The direct translation is one called to one’s side to aid or help
Here the one called to your side is a trusted counselor or advocate.
In the court of justice of that time, it was one who would be your legal counsel. His job
was to speak as an advocate and intercede on your behalf. He would be your modern
day attorney. He was an expert in pleading your case!

In today’s antagonistic society, what is a good attorney worth?We have seen that an
expert attorney is more valuable that gold. In our spiritual conflict, we are always being
accused before God by Satan….and we are often “guilty as charged.” 
The Lord teaches us that this would be the work of the Indwelling Spirit, the
COMFORTER.
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In His discourse to the disciples in John chapters 14-16, Jesus is depositing in them
spiritual principles that they at the time did not understand. One of the major revelations
was the relationship as Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor.
Whether you have been aware of it or not, reflect over your life and see if you can
identify this work being done on your behalf.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY
Tuesday, December 7, 2021

John 14:16; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7
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Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

What a profound revelation. Remember, many of these teachings of Jesus, given from
John 14 to John 16, from the setting of the Last Supper and First Communion, to His
walking to the garden of Gethsemane, were heard but not understood or appreciated by
the disciples. But as the plan of God for redemption unfolded, they received illumination.

Here is revealed another major aspect of the character and purpose of the Indwelling
Holy Spirit in the life of those who have been born-again.Jesus is emphatic, that when He,
the Holy Spirit is come, one of His major roles will be as Teacher! He is come to lead
and guide us into all Truth. As we will see as we continue to study this critical subject,
only by His Word, empowered by the Holy Spirit can we begin to understand the ‘deep
things’ of God.

Another way to understand this is that the Holy Spirit is…..“The Spirit Who Reveals The
TRUTH About God!” As Jesus explains it, “He will not speak of Himself. He will only
speak that which is ‘heard of the Father, about the mission and work of the Son!’

The Spirit of Truth is in essence the spirit of Jesus, abiding in us!
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The Holy Spirit is the Spirit who reveals the Truth about God to us. 

Reflect on these teachings in John 14-16. Consider how the Lord Jesus was preparing
them to embrace and understand new dimensions and relationships with God through
the promised Holy Spirit.

Can you identify how this Spirit of Truth is operating in your life?

Share your reflections with others. Don’t be defensive. Allow them to scrutinize your
reflections. Be open to their insights. Let’s discover together how we can experience
truth and revelation through the Holy Spirit.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY
Wednesday, December 8, 2021

John 14:17; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:13
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“One can chase a thousand, two can cause 10 thousand to flee!” The power of God is
demonstrated most powerfully where we gather, interact, and commit as a Spiritual
Filled COMMUNITY.  Discuss this as you gather. Are we focused and deliberately
planning to reach the World for Jesus Christ?

Acts 1:8
But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power to testify about

me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth, about my death and resurrection."(TLB)

Now the Plan of God for the redemption of mankind and all of creation is being
fulfilled with Power. The Holy Spirit is the energizing Power of God, operating in the
lives of His people. When the Holy Spirit descended on the Day of Pentecost, it
ushered in with great demonstration that a new day had dawned. The forces of
darkness were no doubt in a great depression, knowing that the power of God that
resided in Jesus was now multiplied exponentially in the hearts and souls of His
People.

Of course even in the midst of this great demonstration, many tried to minimize and
mock what was taking place. They accused the disciples of being drunk (as if being
drunk would give them the power to speak the Word of God to those of every
nation!). 

But Peter under the unction of God gave them the understanding of what was
happening. “This is that, that the prophet Joel prophesied about…In the last days says
God I will pour out my Spirit on ALL FLESH. They shall have visions, dream dreams,
and extend my Kingdom throughout the world!
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You shall receive POWER, dynamic power when you are born-again, filled with the
Holy Spirit. Again, reflect and journal about how your life has changed since you were
filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Get ready to go further and be more effective as His Witness.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY
Thursday, December 9, 2021

Acts 1:4-8; Acts 2:1-4; Acts 2:12-18; Joel 2:28-29
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This is serious territory. To grow and mature in our spiritual lives, we have to have the
courage to see ourselves in a more transparent way. This requires the interaction of
others. They can be useful only if we admit them into our lives to help us move forward.

I believe that you can have the Holy Spirit, but not be aware or “woke” to Him.

The inner activity and working of the Holy Spirit is beyond our consciousness. Some
may dispute this because they have confused their psychological experience for the
activity of the Holy Spirit. This is not surprising since our senses don’t pick up the activity
of the Holy Spirit. We can look back at changes that have taken place in the lives of
believers and see evidence of the activity of the Spirit such as changes in our character
or ‘fruit’ of the Spirit manifested. This is because although powerful, the Holy Spirit
doesn’t force us to change. As I learned from my first pastor, Bishop Holly, “The Holy
Spirit is a gentleman.” He quietly prods us, gently pushes us, begs us, and reminds us,
until we surrender and change.

Scripture backs this up. This is why Paul has to remind us as he wrote to the church at
Corinth, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you?” (1
Cor 6:19a) God can be within us and yet we have to be reminded that He is there. Paul
told the Christians in Corinth that because they were preoccupied with other things that
they had neglected and paid little attention to the purpose of the Holy Spirit. 

The ultimate purpose of the Holy Spirit in us is to promote our spiritual lives. The
truth however is that the Lord gives us His Spirit, causes us to become “New Creatures,”
but does not aggressively force us to serve Him. He ‘saves’ us but does not take us out
of the world. He does not rob us of our will. He can indwell us, and yet with the combined
forces of the world, the flesh, and the devil, if we neglect Him, we will make choices that
are not indicative of His Indwelling Presence!
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Here is a step of true spiritual courage. Can we admit that we can be indwelt with the
Holy Spirit, yet live lives and make choices that don’t demonstrate His Presence?
Reflect on your experience in this regard. Can you remember and see places in your
life, choices you have made where despite the Holy Spirit in you, you made poor
choices?

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY
Friday, December 10, 2021

1 Corinthians 6:17-20; Romans 7:12-25

THE PERSON POWER AND MINISTRY 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  THE INDWELLING SPIRIT:
POWERFUL BUT QUIET 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+6%3A17-20&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+7%3A12-25&version=KJV


Saturday, December 11, 2021

Review the scripture references for the week.

The ground that you have covered this week in scripture
can be overwhelming. Thanks for ‘hanging in there!’

The passages from yesterday are hugely challenging and
require you to spend some time and attention to begin to
absorb them.
Take time to simply reflect and be quiet. No need to ‘find
answers.’
His grace is sufficient.

Take heart, this is a marathon, and we are moving into
spiritual territory that many have never dared to venture.

Reflect on the scriptures, but be assured, the Lord is with
you and as He promised will strengthen you for the
journey.

Be Encouraged!
Be Blessed! 
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