
This is a challenging but necessary subject to focus on in your small group. Here are the questions for
discussion:  What is my personal ‘giving culture?’ What is the ‘giving culture of our church?’

2 Corinthians 8; 2 Corinthians 9; 2 Corinthians 9:7
SCRIPTURES OF THE DAYUSING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD

GIVING: HOW TO GIVE III OUR ‘GIVING CULTURE’
Monday, September 20, 2021

We are focusing on developing Financial Health Wellness and Wholeness, using two chapters in 2nd Corinthians to
challenge us and ‘transform’ our thinking and approach to finances and money. The actions of two churches that
the Apostle Paul was dealing with can serve as a powerful example to empower us to new heights in God.  What is
revealed in these passages beyond their actions, is in fact the spiritual ‘culture’ of both churches.

Culture is a powerful dynamic in any church, organization, company or individual. Culture can be defined as “the way
we do things here.” Culture reveals not only what we ‘say’ but more importantly, what we do, revealing what we truly
believe and what is dear to our hearts.

As you prayerfully study these passages you will see that Paul was challenging the church at Corinth to ‘grow’ in
their faith. He had challenged all the churches to meet a financial need in the Body. Notice that the church at Corinth
was not slow to promise. In fact they were some of the first to commit to giving to meet the need. (v 10-
11)Unfortunately, they made a promise, but were slow in actually doing it.

In contrast, the churches of Macedonia, though poor, surprised and mildly rebuked Paul in his thinking that because
they did not have much, he did not ask nor expect them to give. Yet they gave far beyond his expectation or
imagination. A key reason was again, they, led by the Holy Spirit, walking in the Grace of God, had developed a
‘giving culture’ of GENEROSITY AND LIBERALITY!
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I implore you to give serious time in studying these two chapters, focusing on what the Spirit reveals. Note: when led by
the Spirit, we develop a culture of giving that mimics and copies God Himself LIBERAL GENEROSITY, we don’t act out
of our account or ability, we act out of God’s expectation and draw from His account. 
What is your personal ‘giving culture?’

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A7&version=KJV


Further explore with openness and transparency, the past culture of your group and of our ministry.
What characterized how we give? Do we give liberally? Do we give grudgingly or of necessity? Allow
the Holy Spirit to do His work in your group.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Tuesday, September 21, 2021

As we focus on how to give, I want you to see that we are in actuality focusing on and how to live! What a
powerful witness of the Holy Spirit we see as we embrace the teachings of these two chapters of study.
Although they tell a story of an experience of giving by these churches, they reveal the spiritual level and
status of the individual congregations.

In chapter 8, we see that the apostle is overwhelmed by the spirit and commitment of the ‘poor’ churches
of Macedonia. Paul rightly described how they responded and what they did as Grace Demonstrated (v
6-7). He challenged the church at Corinth, who were so rich in spiritual gifts and financial resources not
simply to do what Macedonia did, but to do it in the manner they did it. When the churches of Macedonia
gave, they were in fact living out their faith!!

Notice how Paul describes this manifestation of spiritual grace in chapter 9:7.
Their giving was characterized with Purpose of heart (it was a heart choice; a top priority to give). It was
not done Not Grudgingly: giving with a sense of pain or heaviness…finding it difficult, almost sorrowful to
give!
Not of Necessity: giving that is done under constraint or obligation; giving that ‘rubs you the wrong way!’
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Reflect honestly on what God reveals to us through this Word and compare it to how we give. God’s Word is
transforming, if we receive it with faith and resist our natural response of becoming defensive of our past
patterns. Be prayerful and ask the Lord to do a new thing in you as you seek to please Him in your giving.

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD
GIVING: HOW TO GIVE: OUR ‘GIVING CULTURE’ II 2 Corinthians 8; 2 Corinthians 9; 2 Corinthians 9:7

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A7&version=KJV


Giving bountifully and joyfully is more than what we do as people of God. Giving in this manner
must become a genuine expression of our lives committed to Christ and His Kingdom. Have an
open discussion regarding this very thing.

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Wednesday, September 22, 2021

The Word of God declares in 1 Sam 16:7, man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart. Jesus says
the same thing as he describes the outward actions of the scribes and Pharisees, in contrast to what their hearts
embraced.

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER!
The issue of ‘how’ we give must be scrutinized and challenged, so that we will be pleasing in His sight. God does not
‘hate’ us if we do not give cheerfully, but the positive statement is what we want. We want our giving to please, honor,
and give glory to God.

Again, we see how important giving is, and that as we do it, we reveal and manifest our level of spirituality and
commitment to God and His Kingdom. 
God ‘reacts’ to our attitude of giving. It brings joy to the heart of God when we give out of an attitude that exudes and
exemplifies happiness and joy!

The direct translation of the English word cheerful is the word hilarious! Hilarious in its general definition means arousing
great merriment; that which is extremely fully. That which is hilarious is that which generates joy and happiness. 

God loves a hilarious giver! Does your giving bring you joy? Does your giving provoke joy in the heart of God? Do you
find pleasure in giving, knowing deep in your spirit that what you are doing has a positive Kingdom Impact?!
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I am believing God that these teachings will be challenging and transformative. Allow yourself time for quiet,
focused reflection on this principle in particular. "Am I a hilarious giver?" Obedience to God should bring a sense
of pleasure and joy in the heart of His children. Have you been allowing yourself to be deprived of this blessing?

USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD
GIVING: HOW TO GIVE: OUR ‘GIVING CULTURE’ III 2 Corinthians 9:7

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A7&version=KJV


Share among your small group what has been your experience in regards to sowing and reaping.
Remember it is not comparative with others. (Jesus said the widow who gave two pennies gave more
that all the rest…..she gave bountifully, all that she had)! Because of it she is immortalized in Scripture
demonstrating How to Give!

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Thursday, September 23, 2021

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. 2 Cor 9:6 (NIV)

How to give to please God, is affected by ‘how much.’ 

Please remember that this teaching is not comparative. That is, the Lord is not comparing and measuring how much you
gave, based on others, but the attitude and intent of our giving. 
Paul is sharing with us the law of Spiritual Action and Reaction. This is the agricultural law of sowing and reaping. When
you ‘sow,’ you are intentional. When you sow you are investing. You sow seed into fertile ground. When you sow you
implant, or plant with the expectation of a harvest.

How you sow and where you sow, impacts the return. If you sow ‘sparingly,’ you are being stingy. This will affect the
return. Stingily refers to an attitude or spirit where a person is reluctant to give. It is one that is not generous. However if
you sow generously or bountifully, you are demonstrating the spiritual dynamic of grace. With graceful or generous
giving, the harvest will be greater. The return will be larger.

Now this is not teaching that the central reason for sowing or giving is to get a return, but it is teaching that if we do it
God’s way the return is sure!  Have you noticed, every command of God to give, contains a promise of return. 
Give and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down, running over, shall men give into your bosom (Luke
6:38) What kind of giver are you?
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Give some thought regarding the manner of your giving as it relates to a dynamic of liberality. Are you being stingy or
generous? Note that if your giving is from the heart you will be a generous sower in all aspects of your life, of time, talent,
and treasure. Others are apt to welcome your presence, knowing your reputation to giving and adding, blessing the
lives of others and strengthening the Kingdom.

2 Corinthians 9:6 
USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD
GIVING: HOW TO GIVE: OUR ‘GIVING CULTURE’ IV

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A6&version=NIV


Share with others your answers to the above questions.
Be open to listen and learn from their observations.

Do my finances and present way of giving reflect my faith in God and the Scriptures?
Have I directly applied what the Bible teaches us about Generous giving?
Do I give out of a heart, filled with love for God, a desire to bless others and a commitment to Build His Kingdom?

SCRIPTURES OF THE DAY Friday, September 24, 2021 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver.
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will

result in thanksgiving to God
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions

of thanks to God.
Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else 
(NIV)

Biblical Generosity is Spiritual Giving. Generosity is at its core a perspective on life and a lifestyle. It is a lifestyle in
which we want to share all we have. We want to share as a demonstration of God’s love and as an expression of God’s
grace at work in our life.

Generosity flows from an understanding that all we have and all that we are and all that we ever will be, is not ours to
possess, but is given to us as trusted stewards.

All that we possess are gifts from God, …Gifts that we must and want to share in order to promote His Kingdom and
demonstrate His Glory. Biblical Generosity brings glory and honor to God. 
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2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 2 Corinthians 9:11-13
USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD
HOW TO GIVE: GENEROSITY IS SPIRITUAL GIVING
THAT BRINGS GLORY TO GOD

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A6-7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9%3A11-13&version=KJV


Saturday, September 25, 2021 

Reviewing this week’s scriptures can help us focus and see how money
and finances and the manner in which we view them have a lot to do with
where we are spiritually and how we are to prosper in God. 

Spend time considering if your giving lines up with the examples shown to
us in 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9.

They gave WITH GENEROSITY! This ‘how’ of giving denotes,
singleness of intention, (they wanted to give to bless others, bountifulness,
(overflowing abundance), and sincerity, (no drama or showiness involved).

Prepare to go further in this study in the weeks to come as we learn what
to give and where to sow it!

SHALOM!
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Finical Health, Wellness, Wholeness
USING OUR FINANCES TO PLEASE GOD
HOW TO GIVE: IS LIBERALITY AND GENEROSITY AT WORK IN MY GIVING?


